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First US Capitol riot 


defendant guilty on all counts 

A jury in Washington, DC, on 
Tuesday found January 6 rioter Guy 
Reffitt guilty of all five charges he faced 
related to the US Capitol attack, in the 
first federal trial related to the riot. 

Reffitt, a Texas Three 
Percenter and Trump supporter, was 
charged with five counts -- wanting to 
obstruct the congressional certification 
of the 2020 presidential election, 
transporting guns into DC, carrying a 
S&W handgun onto the restricted 
grounds of the Capitol, interfering with 
Capitol Police and obstructing justice by 
threatening his son and daughter. 

The maximum sentence, for 
obstruction of Congress and obstruction 
of justice, is 20 years in prison. He is 
scheduled to be sentenced on June 8. 

It was the first January 6 case 
to go to trial. 

Reffitt, 49, has been held in jail 
since his arrest in January 2021. 

More than 500 Capitol riot 
cases are still making their way through 
the justice system. It could encourage 
some defendants to accept plea deals 
instead of facing a jury, and also may 
prompt appeals of the criminal law being 
used in many of the January 6 
prosecutions. 

Reffitt's defense lawyer called 
no witnesses and instead argued that he 
was an exaggerator, who took credit for 
bringing a gun to the Capitol and 
resisting police when he was a bit player 
in the scrum. 

Prosecutors played on 
witnesses’ emotional memories of the 
attack and Reffitt's own admissions in 
text messages and recordings. 

Jackson Reffitt testified that his 
father Guy Reffitt "snowballed into a far- 
right extremist" following the 2016 
election of Trump. Guy Reffitt joined the 


Texas Three Percenters, Jackson said, 
and became increasingly hostile toward 
political figures, railing about then- 
Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell and House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi, whom he thought were breaking 
the law. 

Jackson Reffitt also told the 
jury that should Jackson or his sister 
turn him in, they would be traitors, and 
"traitors get shot." 

Rocky Hardie, a _ former 
member of the Texas Three Percenters 
who was given immunity by prosecutors 
in exchange for his testimony, testified 
that he and Reffitt both packed 
automatic rifles in their car and brought 
concealed handguns to the Capitol on 
January 6 for "self-defense." He said 
they both were aware bringing weapons 
to the Capitol was illegal. 

The pair of Three Percenters 
also brought two-way radios and flex 
cuffs, "in case we need to detain 
anybody," Hardie said, while Reffitt wore 
an armored vest, a helmet and a blue 
jacket -- items that made him identifiable 
to police. 

Three Capitol Police officers 
testified that Reffitt led the mob forward, 
taunting police officers that they 
"couldn't stop all of us." The crowd -- 
which included alleged members of the 
Proud Boys right-wing group and the 
infamous QAnon Shaman _ Jacob 
Chansley, who wore face paint and 
horns -- was ultimately able to break the 
police line, opening the path for some 
rioters to break windows to enter the 
Senate side of the building. 

"| had every constitutional right 
to carry a weapon and take over 
Congress as we tried to do," Reffitt said 
to his family in one recording. 

"They were calling us traitors, 
saying that we were in their way. They 
were saying that they supported us, and 


March 2022 


we were betraying them," Capitol Police 
officer Shauni Kerkhoff said. "It made 
me feel angry because it's our job to 
stand in the way." 

--CNN March 8, 2022 


The fundamentals of 


American freedom 
By George A. Mocsary and Joseph 
Greenlee 

As “freedom is never more 
than one generation from extinction”, to 
quote Ronald Reagan, it is more 
important than ever to ensure that young 
people in our lives are taught the 
fundamentals of American freedom. To 
that end here are 10 lessons that all 
Americans should know about their 
rights. 

1. We all have natural rights, 
which are granted by our Creator, not by 
our government. Among these rights are 
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 

2. Our government exists to 
protect our natural rights. 

3. The U.S. Bill of Rights 
codified preexisting rights. 

4. The Constitution is an 
anti-majoritarian document by 
constraining government from imposing 
a “tyranny of the majority” [which would 
destroy those rights]. 

5. No one, judges or 
otherwise, should rank rights. When 
rights are ranked the result will be that 
disfavored groups will be on the losing 
end. 

6. If the Constitution doesn’t 
mean what it was meant to say, it 
doesn’t mean anything. In Home 
Building & Loan Association v. Blaisdell 
(1934) the U.S. Supreme Court 
acknowledged that the Contracts 
Clause of the Constitution prohibited 
debtor relief legislation but upheld the 
law it is “the vision of our time.” 


All persons are by nature free and independent, and have certain natural and unalienable rights, among which are those of 
enjoying and defending life and liberty, of acquiring, possessing, and protecting property, and of pursuing and obtaining safety and 


happiness. 


-- Article 1, Section 1, New Jersey State Constitution 


7. For more liberty and 
better representation, most decisions 
should be made at the state and local 
levels. As Thomas Jefferson explained, 
“The way to have good and safe 
government, is not to trust it all to one 
[central government] but to divide it 
among the many.” In Federalist No. 45, 
James Madison explained how this 
principle applies to the Constitution’s 
balance between state and federal 
power. While federal powers “will be 
exercised principally on _ external 
objects, [such] aS war, peace, 
negotiation, and foreign commerce, "the 
powers reserved to the several states 
will extend to all the objects 
which...concern the lives, liberties, and 
properties of the people; and he internal 
order, improvement and prosperity of 
the state.” 

The federal government has 
grown far beyond what the Founders 
envisioned. 

8. We have equal rights, 
which is not, and should not be, a 
guarantee of equal results. Alexander 
Hamilton explained that “inequality 
would exist as long as liberty existed, 
and that it would unavoidably result from 
that very liberty itself.” It is government's 
role to protect individual rights so that 
they may pursue happiness; it is not 
government's job to guarantee success 
in achieving it. 

9. The Constitution is a 
tyranny-control document. America’s 
founders, being students of history, built 
a constitution that made it more difficult 
for the government to turn on its people. 
Structural limits, like separation of 
powers among the branches _ of 
government and division of power 
between the federal and _ state 
governments, make it difficult for power 
to coalesce in one place. Individual 
rights, like to right to speak freely in 
criticizing the government, the right to 
keep and bear arms, the right to a jury 
trial protect individuals from overbearing 
government behavior. 

10, The American system of 
government calls for the resistance to 
tyranny. The Declaration of 
Independence makes clear _ that 
“whenever any Form of Government 
becomes destructive of [inalienable 
rights], it is the Right of the People to 
alter or to abolish it, and to institute new 
Government.” 

Likewise, The _ Virginia 
Declaration of Rights, drafted by George 
Mason, provided that the people have 
“an indubitable, inalienable, and 
indefeasible right to reform, alter or 
abolish” a government that fails to serve 
and protect the people. 


Yet common sense and 
history prove that this last resort is 
available only where the people are 
armed. As former Judge Alex Kozinski 
of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Ninth Circuit said, the “simple truth — 
borne of experience — is that tyranny 
thrives best where government need not 
fear the wrath of an armed people. Our 
own sorry history bears this out: 
Disarmament was the tool of choice for 
subjugating both slaves and free blacks 
in the South.... 

“All too many of the other 
great tragedies of history — Stalin’s 
atrocities, the killing fields of Cambodia, 
the Holocaust, to name but a few - were 
perpetrated by armed troops against 
unarmed populations.” 

Judge Kozinski then calls 
the Second Amendment a “doomsday 
provision, one designed for those 
exceptionally rare circumstances where 
all other rights have failed.” 

This is an extreme that 
should never be allowed to happen. A 
key to preventing such an extreme is 
having an armed populace who, being 
armed, act as a deterrent to tyranny. 

George A. Mocsary is a 
professor of law at the University of 
Wyoming College of Law and adjunct 
scholar at the Firearms Policy Coalition. 
Joseph Greenlee is he director of 
constitutional studies at the Firearms 
Policy Coalition. 

-- America’s 18' Freedom March 2022 


Ballmer crafts new funding 
strategy to confront gun 


violence 

Gun violence in America is a 
public health crisis that is worsening with 
pandemic-like speed. So says Steve 
Ballmer, the billionaire philanthropist. 

Deaths caused by gun 
violence in America jumped 30% from 
2019 to 2020 according to Gun Violence 
Archive, in 2021 reaching nearly 21,000 
deaths. 

“42% of the total are young 
Black men under the age of 35,” Ballmer 
told The AP. 

The Ballmer Group donated 
$18 million to four groups to jointly 
establish community-based solutions to 
gun violence. 

Ballmer noted that he and his 
wife, Connie, usually focus on economic 
mobility. But he said they have come to 
recognize that gun violence __ itself 
hinders economic gains. 

“We focus on the concept that 
everybody should have an opportunity 
to achieve what they want to achieve 
economically,” said Ballmer, former 
Microsoft CEO and current chairman of 


the Los Angeles Clippers basketball 
team. “That is certainly not the case 
today. If you look at that data, it is 
particularly stark for African American 
males. It’s just not right. It’s not fair.” 

Fatimah Loren Dreier, 
executive director of the Health Alliance 
for Violence Intervention, said the 
Ballmer donation will help the entire 
“community — violence intervention 
ecosystem.” 

“Gun violence is the leading 
cause of death for African Americans 
and Latinos, ages 15 to 34,” Dreier said. 
Dreier’s group focuses on supporting 
shooting victims while they’re 
recovering in a hospital and 
encouraging them and their relatives to 
help break the cycle of violence. 

Where groups have been able 
to work together, community violence 
intervention has shown some success. 

In Oakland, gun violence has 
declined by 50%, Dreier said. Declines 
have also been reported in Newark, NJ. 
According to NJ State Police statistics, 
violent crimes dropped in Newark from 
3,200 in 2015 to fewer than 1,500 in 
2020. 

“These are cities that have 
deployed something really, really 
powerful,” Dreier said. “The idea is that 
we can learn through their data-driven 
strategies and apply it to new places.” 

The Ballmer Group’s donation, 
she said, will support a community 
violence intervention ecosystem in 12 
cities over the next five years. 

“In most neighborhoods that 
are economically disadvantaged, most 
of the people are peaceful and support 
one another,” she said. “But we’re able 
to identify those who are at very high risk 
for being caught in the cycle of violence. 
We’re able to support them with intense 
case management, help them meet their 
core needs and we are able to take them 
out of that cycle and help drive down 
violence.” 

Ed.: Ballmer is nibbling around 
the edge of the problem. It’s been 
argued by Thomas Sowell [for more of 
his writings see the book review below] 
that ever since the Great Society kicked 
off the War on Poverty in the Sixties 
government welfare policies have 
unintentionally destroyed the black 
family by, for example, having Medicaid 
pay the hospital bills of unwed black 
girls. The girls don’t need no man, they 
got Uncle Sugar. Without a man in the 
house there can never be a family, and 
without a father many boys grow up to 
inflict and become victims of “gun 
violence.” — AP March 9, 2022 


Book review: Black Rednecks 


and White Liberals by Thomas 
Sowell 

In his new collection of essays, 
Black Rednecks and White Liberals, 
Sowell shows that what passes for 
“black culture” in the United States, with 
its particular language, customs, 
behavioral characteristics, and attitudes 
toward work and leisure, is in fact a 
collection of traits adopted from earlier 
white southern culture. 

Sowell traces this culture to 
several generations of mostly Scotsmen 
and northern Englishmen who migrated 
to many of the southern American 
colonies in the eighteenth century. The 
outstanding features of this redneck 
culture, or “cracker” culture as it was 
called in Great Britain, included “an 
aversion to work, proneness to violence, 
neglect of education, sexual 
promiscuity, improvidence, 
drunkenness, lack of entrepreneurship, 
reckless searches for excitement, lively 
music and dance, and a style of religious 
oratory marked by rhetoric, unbridled 
emotions, and flamboyant imagery.” It 
also included “touchy pride, vanity, and 
boastful self-dramatization.” 

In spite of racial prejudice and 
legal discrimination, by the middle 
decades of the twentieth century a 
growing number of black Americans 
were slowly but surely catching up with 
white Americans in terms of education, 
skills, and income. One of the great 
perversities of the second part of the 
twentieth century, Sowell shows, is that 
this advancement decelerated following 
the enactment of the civil-rights laws of 
the 1960s, with the accompanying 
affirmative action and emphasis on 
respecting the “diversity” of black 
culture. This has delayed the movement 
of many black Americans into the 
mainstream under the false belief that 
“black culture” is somehow distinct and 
unique, when in reality it is the residue 
of an earlier failed white culture that 
retarded the south for almost 200 years. 

-- Richard Ebeling, FEE, July 13, 2010 


Trial begins for 4 men 
accused of plotting to kidnap 
Michigan governor 

Lawyers for four men standing 
trial on charges they planned to break 
into Michigan Governor Gretchen 
Whitmer's vacation home in 2020 and 
kidnap her at gunpoint said their clients 
only engaged in idle talk and never 
conspired to abduct the governor over 
her COVID-19 mandates. 

Adam Fox is standing trial in a 
Grand Rapids federal court along with 


Brandon Caserta, Barry Croft Jr. and 
Daniel Harris on charges of conspiring 
to kidnap. 

All the defendants except 
Caserta face the possibility of life in 
prison. 

"TO accomplish [the 
kidnapping], they would shoot, blow up 
and kill anybody who got in their way, in 
their own words, creating a war zone 
here in Michigan," said prosecutor 
Assistant U.S. Attorney Jonathan Roth. 

Prosecutors are expected to 
rely on the testimony of two witnesses, 
Ty Garbin and Kaleb Franks. Both 
struck plea deals with prosecutors and 
agreed to testify against the defendants. 

A total of 13 men, some of 
whom prosecutors said were associated 
with an anti-government militia group 
known as Wolverine Watchmen, were 
arrested in 2020 and charged with the 
alleged kidnapping conspiracy. 

The FBI said it began tracking 
the group's movements after seeing 
online discussions that included posts 
about the violent overthrow of some 
state governments to end curbs on 
social and business activities imposed 
to control the coronavirus. 

Fox ordered $4,000 worth of 
explosives from an undercover FBI 
agent posing as a co-conspirator, the 
indictment said. It also said Fox and 
Harris made payments for the 
explosives in the following weeks. _ -- 
www.reuters.com March 10, 2022 


Snapshots of 4 men charged 
in Michigan governor kidnap 
plot 


After more than two days of 
testimony, jurors have unflattering 
snapshots of four men who are charged 
with planning to kidnap Michigan Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer. 

“The pattern doesn’t always 
become clear until the end. ... Don’t feel 
pressure to try to pull it all together just 
yet," U.S. District Judge Robert Jonker 
told jurors Thursday. 

Barry Croft Jr., Adam Fox, 
Daniel Harris and Brandon Caserta are 
charged with conspiracy. Lawyers have 
signaled an _ entrapment defense, 
claiming the men were cajoled by 
undercover FBI agents and zealous, 
greedy informants. 

Here is some of what the jury 
has heard so far: 

A 46-year-old trucker from 
Delaware, Croft is an adherent of the 
“boogaloo” movement, which believes 
the country is broken and that politicians 
"should be targeted and attacked,” 
Assistant U.S. Attorney Jonathan Roth 
said. 


An informant recorded Croft 
saying he was so devoted to an 
antigovernment cause, “I might murder 
a cop.” 

Defense’ attorney Joshua 
Blanchard said Croft was targeted by 
thin-skinned FBI agents who simply 
didn't like his disgust of government. 

“There was no plan, there was 
no agreement and no kidnapping," he 
said. 

Fox, 38, was living in the 
basement of a vacuum shop and 
brushing his teeth next door at a 
restaurant. He was tapped by Croft to 
lead the plot, Roth said. 

Prosecutors said Fox was in 
favor of a “revolutionary war” to get rid 
of “corrupt, tyrannical government.” 

Fox said he wanted to offer 
“constitutional comfort’ to angry 
Michigan gym owners whose 
businesses were shut down for months 
to prevent the spread of COVID-19. 
Fitness centers, he said, were “essential 
for a lot of people's mental health.” 

According to the government, 
Fox said he wanted to blow up a bridge 
to stymie police during an abduction. 

But defense attorney 
Christopher Gibbons said Fox was 
heavily influenced by an FBI informant 
known as “Big Dan,” who was a member 
of a militia known as the Wolverine 
Watchmen. 

Dan “said things like, ‘You can 
train for everything but what’s your 
goal?’ The goal is what the government 
wants," Gibbons told jurors, referring to 
entrapment. 

Roth said Harris and Caserta 
were considered soldiers in Fox's “kill 
squad.” 

Harris, a former Marine 
infantryman, suggested killing Whitmer 
would be better than kidnapping her, the 
prosecutor said. 

Caserta's home was full of 
antigovernment items, and he talked 
about crushing the governor's skull, 
Roth said. 

Defense lawyers pointed out 
that Harris, 24, and Caserta, 33, didn't 
join the others on the trip to look at 
Whitmer's home, a key part of the 
government's case. But they 
participated in firearms _ training, 
including a “shoot house,” a mock-up of 
Whitmer's house. 

Attorney Julia Kelly said Harris 
“was not perfect in the summer of 2020” 
but didn't agree to kidnap the governor. 

Lawyer Michael Hills said 
Caserta participated in training but didn't 
organize the “fed-sponsored events.” 

-- AP March 13, 2022 


The state of the union 

Is it really true that today’s 
youth can’t tell the difference between 
the framer of the U.S. Constitution and 
the author of the Communist Manifesto? 

Sadly, it is. 

According to a_ study by 
Columbia University, 2 in 3 Americans 
believe the famous quote by Kart Marx 
— “From each according to his ability, to 
each according to his needs” — can be 
found in the U,.S. Constitution! 

And that’s not all. Another 
study conducted last year found that 
only 36% of Americans can identify all 3 
branches of the federal government.-- 
Eisenhower Foundation appeal March 
2022 


BlackRock’s CEO: Ukraine 
War Accelerates ESG and 


Digital Currencies 

BlackRock CEO Larry Fink's 
annual letter is out. Fink, the boss of a 
$10 trillion asset manager, the world's 
largest, overseeing more money than 
the Fed, told shareholders, "The 
Russian invasion of Ukraine has put an 
end to the globalization we have 
experienced over the last three 
decades." 

Today's inflationary 
environment, teetering on the verge of 
stagflation, has put central banks in a 
dilemma they haven't faced in decades, 
which has been’ worsened ' by 
geopolitical conflict and the resulting 
energy shocks. 

Fink focused on the firm's 
"ESG" (environmental, social and 
governance) and "green technology" 
commitments. This time around, he said 
the invasion "will actually accelerate the 
shift toward greener sources of energy 
in many parts of the world," because 
higher fossil fuel prices will make the 
transition of renewables financially 
competitive. 

BlackRock has pushed "ESG" 
policies that harm American fossil fuel 
companies, basically following the 
World Economic Forum's (WEF) script. 

On digital currencies, Fink said 
the Ukrainian conflict has the "potential 
impact on accelerating digital 
currencies. The war will prompt 
countries to re-evaluate their currency 
dependencies." He said that central 
bank digital currencies (CBDC) "can 
enhance the settlement of international 
transactions while reducing the risk of 
money laundering and_ corruption." 
Again, Fink is following WEF's script of 
implementing new forms of digital 
currency that will mean governments 
will have more control over the people. 


Fink also praised how global 
corporate elites banded together 
following Russia's invasion and isolated 
Moscow from the global financial 
system overnight, paralyzing the 
country's economy. He said the private 
sector demonstrated the power of the 
capital markets: 

"Russia has been essentially 
cut off from global capital markets, 
demonstrating the commitment of major 
companies to operate consistent with 
core values. This "economic war" shows 
what we can achieve when companies, 
supported by their stakeholders, come 
together in the face of violence and 
aggression," he said. 

Fink has made clear the 
conflict in Ukraine is being used as an 
accelerator to reorganize the global 
economy as_ the old-world order 
crumbles and a_ multipolar world 
emerges. Supply chains will be 
onshored or moved closer to home, and 
the WEF's agenda of a green new world, 
more corporate’ surveillance, and 
trackable money are inevitable this 
decade. — www.technologynews Posted 
by Zerohedge March 24, 2022 


Wisconsin crime lab 
destroys Kyle Rittenhouse 


rifle 

Wisconsin officials have 
destroyed the rifle Kyle Rittenhouse 
used to shoot three people during street 
protests in Kenosha in 2020. 

WISN-TV posted video 
showing technicians unboxing the gun 
and feeding into a shredder on Feb.25. 

Rittenhouse’s attorney, Mark 
Richards, said Rittenhouse didn’t want 
someone to buy it and turn it into a 
trophy. 

Prosecutors filed multiple 
charges against Rittenhouse. A jury 
acquitted him on all counts in November 
after he argued all three men attacked 
him and he was forced to fire in self- 
defense. 

Rittenhouse was 17 at the time 
of the protests, too young to buy a 
firearm in Wisconsin. His _ friend, 
Dominick Black, bought the gun for him 
earlier that year. Black pleaded no 
contest in January to contributing to the 
delinquency ofa minor. -- AP 
March 11, 2022 


Idaho activist Ammon Bundy 
arrested for trespassing in 
child welfare dispute 

Right-wing activist and Idaho 
gubernatorial candidate Ammon Bundy 
was arrested on Saturday on a 
trespassing charge for refusing to leave 


a hospital where an infant was taken into 
protective custody. 

Bundy's campaign said on 
Twitter that he had gone to the hospital 
in Meridian, Idaho, in support of a family 
whose baby boy "had been medically 
kidnapped." 

The campaign tweet said 
Bundy was arrested "for the crime of 
disagreeing with the hospital and CPS 
(child protective services)." 

Bundy and members of his 
family have led armed standoffs against 
federal authorities, most notably in a 41- 
day takeover of the Malheur National 
Wildlife Refuge in Oregon in 2016 that 
left one of the occupiers dead. 

Bundy and others’ were 
acquitted of federal conspiracy charges 
stemming from the Malheur siege. 

Bundy, 46, describing the child 
as the grandson of a close friend, said 
authorities took the baby because "a 
medical practitioner called CPS for a 
missed doctor appointment." 

"If this happened to them, it 
could happen to you," Bundy wrote. "We 
must stand against this medical 
tyranny." 

Police said the 10-month-old 
child was first hospitalized after medical 
personnel determined the baby was 
severely malnourished. The infant was 
released to his parents after gaining 
sufficient weight, police said. 

But a subsequent checkup 
found the child again had lost significant 
weight, and police were contacted when 
the parents canceled their follow-up 
appointment and could not be located. 

After a warrant was obtained, 
police located the father and child in and 
brought the baby to the hospital. 

Bundy was arrested on a 
misdemeanor trespassing count after he 
and several followers refused to leave 
the hospital property. 

Bundy, who has led a number 
of protests against COVID-19 public 
health restrictions in Idaho, announced 
his bid for the Republican nomination for 
governorinJune. -- www.reuters.com 
March 13, 2022 


Capitol riot trial opens for 


Cowboys for Trump founder 

An elected county 
commissioner from Otero County, New 
Mexico went to trial Monday with a judge 
— not a jury — set to decide if he 
illegally entered the U.S. Capitol 
grounds on the day a pro-Trump mob 
disrupted the certification of Joe Biden’s 
presidential election victory. 

The case of Couy Griffin is the 
second among the hundreds of people 


charged with federal crimes related to 
the Jan. 6, 2021, siege. 

Griffin is one of the few riot 
defendants who isn’t accused of 
entering the Capitol or engaging in any 
violent or destructive behavior. He 
claims he has_ been = selectively 
prosecuted for his political views. 

He is among only three riot 
defendants who have asked for a bench 
trial, which means a judge will decide his 
case without a jury. U.S. District Court 
Judge Trevor McFadden is scheduled to 
hear one day of testimony. 

Griffin, a 48-year-old former 
rodeo rider and former pastor, helped 
found a_ political committee called 
Cowboys for Trump. 

Griffin is charged with two 
misdemeanors: entering and remaining 
in a restricted building or grounds and 
disorderly and disruptive conduct in a 
restricted building or grounds. 

Defense attorney Nicholas 
Smith said prosecutors apparently 
believe Griffin engaged in disorderly 
conduct by peacefully leading a prayer 
on the Capitol steps. 

The prosecutors’ first witness 
was Matthew Struck, his videographer, 
who has an immunity deal _ with 
prosecutors for his testimony. 

After attending then-President 
Donald Trump’s “Stop the Steal” rally on 
Jan. 6, Griffin and Struck walked over 
barriers and up a staircase to enter a 
stage that was under construction for 
Biden’s inauguration, according to 
prosecutors. 

“I love the smell of napalm in 
the air,” Griffin said in an apparent 
reference to a line by Robert Duvall’s 
character in the war movie “Apocalypse 
Now.” 

After climbing over a stone wall 
and entering a restricted area outside 
the Capitol, Griffin said, “This is our 
house ... we should all be armed,” 
according to prosecutors. He called it “a 
great day for America.... The people are 
showing that they have had enough.” 

Struck testified that he and 
Griffin went to the Capitol to find a place 
to pray. 

Prosecutors called Griffin “an 
inflammatory provocateur and fabulist 
who engages in racist invective and 
propounds baseless conspiracy 
theories, including that Communist 
China stole the 2020 Presidential 
Election.” 

Griffin’s attorneys say 
hundreds of other people did exactly 
what Griffin did on Jan. 6 and haven't 
been charged with any crimes. 

“The evidence will show that 
the government selected Griffin for 
prosecution based on the fact that he 


gave a speech and led a prayer at the 
Capitol, that is, selected him based on 
protected expression,” they wrote. 

More than 770 people have 
been charged with federal crimes 
related to the Capitol riot. More than 230 
riot defendants have pleaded guilty, 
mostly to misdemeanors, and at least 
127 of them have been sentenced. 
Approximately 100 others have trial 
dates. 

A key question in Griffin’s case 
is whether he entered a restricted area 
while Pence was still present on Capitol 
grounds, a prerequisite for the U.S. 
Secret Service to invoke access 
restrictions. Griffin's attorneys say 
Pence had already departed the Capitol 
before the earliest that Griffin could have 
entered a restricted area. 

“The Government responds 
that the Vice President's precise 
location ultimately doesn’t matter,” the 
judge wrote in an order issued on 
Friday. “Perhaps, although the lack of 
clarity about the metes and bounds of 
the restricted area and the Vice 
President's movements on January 6th 
undermine this argument.” -- 
AP News. March 21, 2022 


Griffin was convicted of 
illegally entering a restricted area on the 
day of the riot but acquitted of a 
disorderly conduct charge, the 
Associated Press’ reported. Both 
charges are misdemeanors. 

-- msn.com Update 3/22/22, 1:45 p.m. 


A Boogaloo Boi Tried to Join 
the Foreign Legion in 
Ukraine-— It Didn’t Turn Out 


Well 

When Henry Hoeft decided to 
join the foreign legion in Ukraine the 28- 
year-old received a glowing front-page 
profile in the Columbus Dispatch. 

The piece described him as “as 
a former infantryman in the U.S. Army 
and half-Ukrainian on his father’s side.” 
“We feel like we can possibly stop a 
world war,” Hoeft said. 

But the noble narrative about 
standing up to Russian aggression 
concealed a darker tale. Hoeft has deep 
ties to the militant Boogaloo Bois 
movement, which seeks to spark violent 
unrest. 

Hoeft is known by the alias 
Henry Locke among the Boogaloo Bois, 
a loosely organized, heavily armed 
revolutionary movement that expresses 
violent aims. The name derives from the 


1980s break-dancing movie Breakin II: 


Electric Boogaloo. According to the 
Justice Department, “The — term 
‘Boogaloo’ itself references an 


impending second civil war in the U.S. 
and is associated with violent uprisings 
against the government.” 

Far from staying in Ukraine to 
the bitter end Hoeft has gone viral for a 
video announcing his decision to cut and 
run. He alleges that his life was 
threatened for deciding to leave, and 
that he had to masquerade as an aid 
worker to make it back across the border 
into Poland. Hoeft says in the video. 
“People need to stop fucking coming 
here. It’s a trap and they're not letting 
you leave.” 

Hoeft’s claims are being 
circulated as propaganda. The Russian 
social media platform VK uses Hoeft’s 
claims to mock foreign fighters in 
Ukraine. 

The Boogaloo Bois’ flavor of 
libertarian, anti-law-enforcement 
anarchism can be hard to peg on the 
left-right political spectrum. And as if to 
heighten the cognitive dissonance, 
Boogaloos mark themselves _ in 
flamboyant Hawaiian floral prints. The 
movement's goofy symbols belie dark 
beliefs. The Southern Poverty Law 
Center has traced racist origins of the 
“boogaloo” coinage — noting that the 
term “is regularly deployed by white 
nationalists and neo-Nazis who want to 
see society descend into chaos so that 
they can come to power and build a new 
fascist state” — though SPLC cautions 
that the wider Boogaloo Boy movement 
is “not exclusively premised on pursuing 
white supremacist ideas.” 

Hoeft traveled to Eastern 
Europe with prominent leader of the 
Boogaloo Bois, Mike Dunn, a gun-rights 
militant from Virginia, whose habit of 
openly defying the state’s gun laws got 
him featured by Vice. 

For Hoeft, the excitement of 
arriving in Ukraine was _ almost 
immediately undermined by the harsh 
realities of joining under-funded foreign 
fighters. In his video Hoeft said he'd tried 
to hook up with Georgia National 
Legion, a group of foreigners on the 
Ukrainian side largely made up of 
fighters from the country of Georgia. But 
Hoeft said they didn’t have much to arm 
new recruits with. 

When his group of fighters 
refused their deployment, Hoeft alleged, 
“they told us we had to get the fuck out 
or they were going to shoot us in the 
back.” He then claimed he “fucking hid 
in the back of an ambulance” to get a 
ride to border, where he alleged that 
Ukrainian authorities were intercepting 
fighting aged men and were “cuttin’ up 
passports” and “sending you back to the 
front.” 

Hoeft warned others not to 
come, because, “it’s a trap.” 


Dunn soon posted his own 
TikTok, blasting his Boogaloo brother’s 
“misinformation.” 

Dunn appears haggard in the 
clip. “You have to excuse me, I’m pretty 
sick right now,” he says. “I’m with a local 
militia unit. I've had no issues with my 
passport being torn up.” 

Dunn revealed that he’d been 
rejected from the Georgian fighting unit. 
“They were not fond at all of people with 
an Internet existence,” Dunn said. “I left 
the Georgia Legion about two days 
before Henry did.” 

The Virginia militant had harsh 
words for Hoeft. “I will not call it 
cowardice, but | will say that none of the 
stuff he described in the video happened 
to me. Obviously, his (video) is going to 
be used as anti-Ukrainian propaganda,” 
Dunn clarified that he now expected to 
leave Ukraine within a month. 

Another American on_ the 
ground in Ukraine, Harrison Jozefowicz, 
a former Chicago cop who claims to be 
with “a humanitarian organization” 
working directly with Georgian Legion, 
released a pair of videos calling Hoeft’s 
claims “completely false.” 

“We have a vetting process,” 
he said. “Henry Locke... did not pass.” 
Jozefowicz characterized Hoeft’s viral 
video as “direct retaliation” for “being 
rejected.” 

For those who analyze 
extremism professionally, the 
misadventures of two Boogaloo Bois in 
Ukraine fit into a broader, more troubling 
framework, in which _ international 
conflict zones attract exactly the wrong 
type of people. 

“Hoeft and Dunn underscore 
the problem of extremists joining the 
larger populations of volunteers,” writes 
Rita Katz Director of SITE Intelligence 
Group. — Rolling Stone March 20, 2022 


Evan Neumann: US Capitol 
riot suspect gets asylum in 
Belarus 

Evan Neumann, 48, a 
California man suspected of taking part 
in the US Capitol riots last year has been 
granted asylum in Belarus. 
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Mr Neumann was charged on 
six different counts, including violent 
entry, punching two police officers and 
using a metal barrier as a "battering 
ram" against police during the riots at 
the US Capitol building on 6 January 
2021. 

Having fled to Ukraine but 
worrying the Ukrainian authorities were 
watching him, Mr Neumann says he 
crossed the border into Belarus on foot. 
Belarus does not have an extradition 
treaty with the US. 

He said he was asking for 
"government protection" from Belarus 
because of the "political persecution" he 
faced in the US, including the FBI 
questioning his family and using a photo 
of him on its most-wanted list. 

Belarus, led by authoritarian 
leader Alexander Lukashenko, has 
faced multiple US sanctions over 
alleged human rights abuses and its 
support for Russia's invasion of Ukraine. 

Mr Neumann told state TV he 
planned "to move my family here," but 
noted that the decision would ultimately 
be up to his wife. — BBC News 
March 23, 2022 


Newtown families: Alex Jones 
fails to show up for 
deposition 

Infowars host Alex Jones failed 
to show up at a deposition Wednesday 
in a lawsuit filed by relatives of victims of 
the 2012 Sandy Hook Elementary 
School shooting. 

Jones' attorney said he missed 
the deposition because of an 
appointment for undisclosed medical 
conditions. 

Connecticut Superior Court 
Judge Barbara Bellis found Jones liable 
for damages in November. A trial on 
how much he should pay the families is 
set to begin in August. 

Twenty first graders and six 
educators were killed in the Newtown, 
CT shooting. The families of eight of the 
victims and an FBI agent who 
responded to school sued Jones, 
Infowars and others, saying they have 
been subjected to harassment and 


death threats from Jones’ followers 
because of the hoax conspiracy. 
-- www,msn.com March 243, 2022 


Self-defense insurance 
You should have some kind of self- 
defense insurance: 

Even if you shot someone in 
self-defense 100% legally, you could 
still be dragged through the system by a 
vindictive prosecutor (ala one picked by 
George Soros). The cost could run over 
$100,000. In a very public case, like 
George Zimmerman, it ran up to 
$1,000,000! 

Covering bail is important as 
that can be quite costly. When you get 
bail, the bondsman gets 10% of the total 
amount as a commission 

Ideally, the insurance should 
cover the use of any kind of weapon for 
self-defense. Your gun might jam or you 
may not have a gun when an attack 
starts and you have to use a knife or a 
baseball bat, etc. 

If you travel out of state, it 
would be wise if your policy covered 
self-defense in other states. 

Things to consider: : 

Q: Is a concealed carry permit 
required for eligibility? 

Q: Are there age limits for 
coverage? 

Q: Is the member covered in all 
50 states? 

Q: Is the member covered 
anywhere they can legally be? 

Q: Are there any restrictions on 
where coverage is offered? 

Q: If the member must defend 
themselves in a so-called “Gun Free 
Zone” are they still covered? 

Coverage Limits 

Q: Are there caps or ceilings? 

Q: What legal fees are 
covered? 

Q: Is benefit paid at time of 
expense or after acquittal? 

Q: Are appeals covered? 

Q: Is there an exclusion if the 
defendant is found guilty, even of a 
lesser charge? 

-- VA-ALERT: VCDL Update 3/22/22 
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